
 

 

3-12-26 Town Board Meeting Minutes 
*Supporting documents for this meeting are available in the Town Clerk’s Office* 
 
Members Present: 
Supervisor Mo Wright, Highway Superintendent Andrew Gilbert, Attorney Raeann Johnson, 
Town Clerk Colleen DeMarsh, Town Board Members; Tim Hilker, Tina Ladd, Jim Brewster &  
Chuck Ovitt 
 
6:45 p.m. Supervisor Wright opened the Public Hearing regarding rate increases on  
                 Water & Sewer  
 

Proposed Water/Sewer Rate Increases 
 

- Sewer 2025 Rate     $205 Residential   $310 Commercial 
- Sewer Proposed 2026 Rate  $225 Residential $340 Commercial 

 
- Water 1 2025 Rate   $150 Residential $220 Commercial 
- Water 1 Proposed 2026 Rate  $170 Residential $250 Commercial 

 
- Water 2 2025 Rate   $3.10 per/1000 gal. 
- Water 2 Proposed 2026 Rate  $3.40 per/1000 gal.  

 
6:46 p.m. – After no public comments, Supervisor Wright closed the Public Hearing.  
 
7:00 p.m. Supervisor Wright called the meeting to order and all cited the Pledge of 
                 Allegiance.  
 
Approval of Pre-Paids:  
General:  $ 25,404.70   Highway:  $   10,002.51 
Water 1:  $   3,588.49         Water 2:  $     2,123.74 
Sewer:   $   1,142.77    Street Lighting:  $     6,220.23   
Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
       
Approval of Paying Bills: 
General:  $   16,071.99   Highway:  $   21,105.28 
Water 1:  $          25.81                 Water 2:  $        455.38               
Sewer:      $        946.39      
Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
        
Provided in Folders: 2-12-26 Town Board Meeting Minutes, Draft of Local Law 1 of 2026 – A  
Local Law Amending the Code of the Town of Hadley to Establish a 6 Month Moratorium 
Prohibiting the Acceptance, Review and Approval of Applications and Permits for Battery  
Energy Storage Systems.   
 
Reports: Town Clerk, Fuel, Building Inspector, 2025 Animal Control, Supervisor, Operating 
Statement 
 
 



 

 

Public Comments  
- Colin Hagadorn inquired about how the town accepts reservations for usage of facilities.  
- Supervisor Wright answered that inquiries go through the Town Clerk’s Office.  

 
- Colin also presented a sample of the Vendor application for the upcoming Maple Festival 

and asked who is responsible to provide the certificate of insurance to the town. The 
sample poses some questions on liability.  

- Town Clerk DeMarsh responded that in the past, when the Hadley Business Association 
was in charge, that Sue Wilder (HBA President) would provide the town with a certificate 
of insurance.  

- Councilman Tim Hilker recommended that this issue should be handled by the Town 
Supervisor before presented to the Town Board.  

 
Acceptance of 2-12-26 Town Board Meeting Minutes   
Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
 
Acceptance of February 2026 Supervisor’s Report 
Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
 
Youth Report 

- Youth Director Jean Cieslik reported that Toddler Time (held every other Wednesday 
thru June) has been very successful averaging 6-12 toddlers per event.  

- She also reported that the Summer Youth Program will run from July 6th - August 7th.  
- She also reported that Luzerne will be contributing $13,000 (that includes Warren 

County) and Day has not committed yet.  
- She then reported that this will be her last summer in the area. She is moving   
- She has a replacement in mind and will present her to the town board soon.  
- Attorney Johnson will draft an Intermunicipal Agreement for the upcoming program. 

 
Historian Report 

- Historian Kathy Trackey reported that with the upcoming Founder’s Day celebrating the 
225th Birthday of the Town of Hadley, and the 250th Birthday of America, she has 
requested the VFW, American Legion and Luzerne-Hadley Fire Dept. to purchase 
children’s books to hand out at the event.  

- She also wants to purchase Canvas Bags with Hadley Logo. She can get 200 bags for 
$600.00 

- Town Clerk DeMarsh reported that they have received a very good response for vendors 
so far. 

-  
Highway Superintendent’s Report: 
 

- Highway Superintendent Gilbert reported that the Street Sweeping has started.  
- He also reported that SPRING CLEAN UP WILL BE THE WEEK OF MAY 18TH! 

 
Supervisor’s Report: 

- Supervisor Wright requested the board to set the Water/Sewer Rate Increases as 
proposed.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION #27 
Be it resolved that the Town Board of Hadley hereby sets the following Water/Sewer Rate 
Increases for 2026. 

- Sewer 2025 Rate     $205 Residential   $310 Commercial 
- Sewer Proposed 2026 Rate  $225 Residential $340 Commercial 

 
- Water 1 2025 Rate   $150 Residential $220 Commercial 
- Water 1 Proposed 2026 Rate  $170 Residential $250 Commercial 

 
- Water 2 2025 Rate   $3.10 per/1000 gal. 
- Water 2 Proposed 2026 Rate  $3.40 per/1000 gal.  

Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
 

- He also requested that the Town Board of Hadley schedule a Public Hearing for 
Proposed Local Law 1 of 2026 – A Local Law Amending the Code of the Town of Hadley 
to Establish a 6 Month Moratorium Prohibiting the Acceptance, Review and Approval of 
Applications and Permits for Battery Energy Storage Systems. The board received a 
draft copy in their folders of the proposed Local Law.  
 

RESOLUTION #28 
Be it resolved that the Town Board of Hadley hereby schedules a Public Hearing for 
Proposed Local Law 1 of 2026 – A Local Law Amending the Code of the Town of Hadley 
to Establish a 6 Month Moratorium Prohibiting the Acceptance, Review and Approval of 
Applications and Permits for Battery Energy Storage Systems for Thursday, April 9th, 
2026 at 6:45 p.m. at the Hadley Town Hall, 4 Stony Creek Road, Hadley NY 12835.  
Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
 

- He also reported that the deadline for the Town of Hadley’s Property and Casualty 
Insurance is March 17th. The proposed increase was substantial. We paid $76,065.13 in 
2025, the proposed increase was $83,773.89. After negotiations, the final cost for 2026 
is $80,760.00. He requested the board’s approval to purchase.  

 
RESOLUTION #29 
Be it resolved that the Town Board of Hadley hereby approves the US Specialty 
Insurance Company for Property & Casualty Insurance for a premium of $80,760.00 for 
the year 2026. 
Motion made by Chuck Ovitt. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
 

- He also introduced the Honorable Patrick Harrington, the Town of Hadley’s Justice and 
requested that the Town Board approve a Court Officer for District Attorney Days in the 
Town of Hadley. Judge Harrington stated that it is an unsafe situation with just him and 
his Court Clerk present. He requested the Court Officer be paid $150.00 a month to be 
present from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on District Attorney Day which is usually the first 
Wednesday of the month.  
 



 

 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION #30  
Be it resolved that the Town Board of Hadley hereby approves a Court Officer position 
for District Attorney Days (typically the first Wednesday of the month) at a rate of $150.00 
per month and to be present from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Motion made by Tina Ladd. Second by Tim Hilker. All Ayes. Approved.  
 
 
UPCOMING MEETING 
 
Thursday, April 9th 2026 
 
Public Hearing  6:45 – Proposed Local Law 1 of 2026 – A Local Law Amending 
the Code of the Town of Hadley to Establish a 6 Month Moratorium Prohibiting the 
Acceptance, Review and Approval of Applications and Permits for Battery Energy 
Storage Systems in the Town of Hadley.  
 
Regular Meeting  7:00 p.m. 
 

 


